
Bad sampling      NAME: 
 
1. Below is an example of a voluntary poll. Explain why this poll is not statistically valid. 
Be specific.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



2. Find another example of a bad sample on the Web. This may include voluntary 
sampling, convenience sampling, or some other obviously bad sampling method. I 
suggest you go to www.google.com and put any subject and the word “poll” into the 
search engine. Then press the “Print screen” button to capture a screen shot of your 
example of bad sampling. Open Word and press Control-V to paste your screen shot into 
Word. Write a few sentences describing your example. 
 
Beware; not every sample you see online is faulty. Focus on the method by which they 
obtained the data, not on if you think the source is biased. Look for “Methodology” 
which will be where they explain how they got the data. Did they randomly sample or did 
they just post an online, anyone-can-take-it poll? Did they sample only men but claim 
their result was valid for all?  
 
Please include the Web address where you found the sample so I can retrace your steps if 
needed. If you do a screen grab as described above, the address will be included.    


